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Damascus, 


11th February, 1926 


ho. 61 


Sir, 


1 have lie honour to invite a reference 


to ass despatch he. 11? of July 13th last. In whloh 
I described the beginnings of the ueparatist 


laoveoc 


organised by the French in 


Huuran 


2 . 


iiinoe then the question hue been fltftilly 


raised bat the absurdity of separating the Hauran 
iron Damascus aee.jed to render its serious 


consideration unlikely. Dumsous finenoes the crops 
of the Hauran, v/hlch has been entirely dependent on 
the Syrian Capital for ages. 


3 . 


Latterly Capitaino Coustill&re, formerly 


French adviser at Ku.au, was sent on a special mission 
to the Hauran. He is apparently the Political Adviser 
while Capliaine Huguenot remains the Administrative 
Adviser. Capitalne Coustillire haa been raising 
native Irregulara in the Hauran to fight against the 

Druses. He has also been among the Bedouins of the 

# 

Lefa and lnoltlng them to attach the Jebsl Druse. The# 

Bedouins 
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Bedouins are the moat miserable and Infamous of all the desert 

e 

folk* Their voloanlo country is almost Inaccessible, and from 

It they sally forth on marauding expeditions far from home. 

% 

Some of them took part In the attaoka on the trans-desert 
routes last year. The arming of such Irresponsible and 

predatory Bedouin seems the height of recklessness # for. though 

may 

they^maice a few raids on the Jebel Druse, they are much more 
likely to use their arms agulnst other end inoffensive people 
who would be leas formidable to attack than the Druses. 

4. Cspitalne OouatiilAre 1 b next feat was actively to 
revive the Hour an independence movement but until quite 
lately I understood that the higher 1'renoh Authorities set 
the lx lace agulnst ouch an exsrav agent uppl lent Ion of the 

e <s 

principle of rule by division. However, Cnpltains Conetillire 

- . - fc fj * I .. | L ' I m + 4». jA 1 , J* * '* « X h ’ . r 

came to Dtuonacua with a Kuurun deputation to meet lionsleur 

1 ' * S - a. - - - - f ' L ' I •. ^ H 2 ‘ [ I ' - '• * ‘*4 ''h > ' i 5 s j y • s • t C A 

de Jouvenel during the letter's recent visit here, and I ha 

e 

informed that the T rench High Commissioner, though at first 
unwilling to accede to Capitaine Cou3tllldre's arguments, at 
last allowed himself to be convinced and agreed to the 

I 

separation of «be Eauran from Damasous. 

5. It la slnoerely to be hoped that, at ths last moment, 
ths French will reoonsldsr their deolslon and not allow 
themselves to be drugged by amateur political offloers Into 
suoh an imprudent enterprise, which will only confirm mil native 
elements in their distrust of Franos and singularly ooapllsate 
the administrative task of ths Frsnsh themselvss. 

I have ths honour to be, 

With ths highsst respect. 

sir. 

• P f s f f 

Tour asst obedient, 

- < • * ■ s • /i . •' •**’; .• 

humble servant 

(SIGNED) W.A. SMAdT. 
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Dan as cd a, 

15th Febmary, 192«, 


10.67 


Sir, 


With reference to my despatch Wo.61 of the 11th 


instant, r hare the honour to report that the state of 
siege has been raised In the Hauran. 


9 


This measure Is doubtless In the nature of a 


favour Intended 


encourage the separatist movement but 


r am informed by impartial natives that relatively the 
Fauran is much quieter now. rt Is of corn* se powerfully 
dominated by French troops, and its comparative flatness 
renders any resistance to such strong armed force a matter 

t 

of considerable difficulty. 

3. presmably elections will Portly be held there, 

In accordance with Article 2 of the electoral Decree. 


text of which was enclosed in my despatch 


253 


of December 27th last. 
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10. 


Sir, 


fv- 



Damascus, 


?4th febra ary, 19*6. 



tu continuation of correspondence ending with 


my despatch wo. 57 of the 15th instnat 


hare the honour 


to report that the savoy Brtraordinary of the wrench High 
CobbI ssLoner has Issued a decree fixing the elections of 
the first degree In the wauran for March isth and of 
the second degree for March 19 th. 


?• 


This Is presumably regarded as a further step in 


the noral Isolation of wlcKed Damascus from the well 


behaved parts of Syria 


Hauran elections will of 


course be »nade> by commandant const11lbre and captain 


Hugnenet 


the deputies elected will no doubt 


suitably separatist and may even discover that the wel 
fare of the Hauran would be best ensured by a french 
Governor in the person of one of these officers. 

T have the honour to be, 

With the hlfbeat respect, 

Sir, 


His Majesty's Principal 

secretary of State for 

Foreign Affairs, 

^’♦orS^S'ofSce* 


Tour most obedient, 

hunble servant 


(8gd) 


W* A* smart 
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Dana sen a, 

1st March, 1928. 



Sir, 


I hate the honour to inrite a reference to 


the third paragraph 


ay despatch wo. 61 of the 11 


ultimo regarding the aiming of the Lejah Bedouins 
by commandant Couatilltore. The word "among* in the 

sere nth line of that paragraph was of oourse a slip 

for "aiming", as no (bubt wa3 evident from the rest 
of the paragraph. 



B. lews has been received here./ that these Lejah 
Bedouins are attacking the Christian Tillage of Khabeb, 
8 miles west of the station of that nae on the sejaz 
railway 69 kilometres south of Damascus, still more 
serious is the report that they hare for the moeent 
de common cause with the Druzes, bands of whom are 
said to be already In the Lejah. 

8. Yesterday the railway was out between the sta- 
tioBo of jebab (ss kilometres Iron Damascus) and Khabeb, 

apparently by a mixed fbrce of Druzes and Lejah Bedouins 

trala ter tana met bud already reached Hairy ah 
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(60 kilometres from Damascus) had to return here, aid 

^ ! # ^.r- * ] ^ ^~ JS ^ u< t « r .■/> ,^^6 

the train for Haifa, by which I had Intended to proceed 
to Jerusalem, did not leave Damascus to-day. 

4. This movement in the LeJ ah may be a serious 
menace to the railway. The LeJ ah is with difficulty 
accessible to troops, aid bands operating from that vol-i 
canic country would be peculiarly well-placed for raids 
against the railway between Rismiyyeh and gzra (91 kilo¬ 
metres from Damascus). Travellers for Palestine from 


Damascus are beginning to proceed via Beyrout. Hitherto 
the southern line has generally been cut near Damascus, 
which travellers, forewarned, did not leave in such cases. 



low, the unfortunate traveller runs the risk of having to 
proceed fifty kilometres as far as Mismlyyeh and of then 
having to return to Damascus, if the line has again been 
cut in the proximity of the LeJah. 



5, If the Haifa train does not leave Damascus on the 
3rd instant, j propose to proceed to Jerusalem via Bey rout 

6. The reckless aiming c£ these LeJah Bedouins by the 
French seems already to be producing the results indicated 
as likely in paragraph 3 of my above-mentioned despatch. T 



shculd not be at all airprlsed ef eventually many of the 
variegated elements aimed by the french (see paragraph 3 




£ 

l 


my despatch 


77 of the 23 rd ultimo) -rere to make oomo 


cause with the rebels and remain 


aJ 



factor of dis- 




order in the country. 
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Damascus, 

18th March, 1926. 


10.105 



With reference to my despatch jo.82 of 
the 24th ultimo, I have the honour to report 

that the Hauran Blections have been postponed 
sine die. 

2. captain Huguenet, while r was recently 
his guest at Deraa, told me that the heavy rains 

had made circulation so difficult that it would 

not have been easy to induce voters to proceed to 
the polling-centres at the dates fixed. 

3. It eeeEs that the real reason of the post¬ 
ponement was the livelihood that the Hauran would 

laltate pons and Hama and boycot the elections. 

I have the honour to be, 
pith the highest respect, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

humble servant 

(Signed) w Smart 

ismu s.w.i. 
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